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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Friends Subscriptions, 
PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or telephone 
0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest a 
minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your order and 
be sure to state the part number of the first copy you want. You 
can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. 


\c! 
If you haven't got pont Pay 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 5 and 
every fourth part after that. Each part 
with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from your 

newsagent or having them sent direct to your home, 

please be sure to state whether you want video or 
non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 

You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 12 
parts with the video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 26 
copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
address below stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If 
paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. 
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FASCINATING FACTS 
TALES OF FARTHING WOOD Some animals use their 
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skills and strength to make 
life easier for humans. 


The animals come to a 

quarry where they meet a 

new feathered friend. 
THE SECRET WORLD 

ALL ABOUT...Weasels OF...An old barn 

Witty, wily and wise, Bats, rats and owls all make 

Weasels can easily slip out —_ their homes in the comfy 


of trouble. straw bales that are stored 
in barns. 

HOW TO DRAW Vole 

One of the smallest PUZZLE IT OUT 


Farthing Wood creatures. Spend an afternoon of fun 
and games under the 


DISCOVERING NATURE beady eye of Owl. 


Have fun painting with 
straws. Plus make your 
own horse out of straw. 
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Fox came out of the wood. He, too, heard the 
hunt. He ran up the hill and then looked 
back. He saw the hunt was after Vixen. She 
was getting tired. Fox turned and ran back, 
crossing Vixen’s path. 


he trail had gone cold so Vixen 

decided to go back to Fox. Suddenly 
there was the sound of baying hounds and 
Vixen started to run. The hounds had picked 
up her scent and were after her. 


When the hounds got to the place where Fox 
had run across Vixen’s path the scent 
divided. They were confused. Which fox 
should they follow? Some of the dogs started 
to follow Fox’s trail, others went after Vixen. 


Fox ran back up the hill towards the band of 
friends. “He’s drawing the hunt towards us,” 
shrieked Weasel. 


She turned round and jumped into a bush to 
hide. 


Mr Rabbit fainted 
with shock. “Don’t 
panic!” squealed 
Mrs Rabbit, 


fanning him. 


“We must stand together and fight,” said 
Badger firmly. “Kestrel, Owl, can you try to 
head them off?” 


) 


As Fox struggled to the top of the hill, Owl “We must not split up like this,” said the 
swooped down at the leading huntsman. huntsman. “Let’s try the other fox in the 
Kestrel attacked a hound with her claws. The wood.” The hounds and horses left to join the 
dog stopped, bleeding from the scratches. others who were chasing Vixen. 


Fox joined the other animals and dropped Vixen was out of the wood and starting up 
down exhausted. “You’re safe now Fox,” said __ the hill. She was tiring and the hounds were 
Badger, “They’ve gone after the other fox.” gaining on her fast. “Come on, you can make 
“Oh no! I’ve let her down,” groaned Fox it,” called Fox. 

miserably. “I wanted her to be my mate.” 


The huntsman raised his arm to bring down The horse reared and the rider fell to the 
his whip on Vixen, when suddenly — from ground. The hounds were confused and Vixen 


nowhere — Adder struck at the huntsman’s managed to make a dash for the top of the 
horse and sank her fangs into its leg. 


hill and the waiting animals. 


“You're going to be safe now,” said Fox, asthe “It was Adder!” Weasel 
hunt moved back down the hill. “What laughed. Adder went =“ 
happened?” asked Toad. “I saw a snake strike red. “Don’t be ssstupid, 


the horse’s leg and the horse reared up,” it wasssn’t me,” she 
answered Kestrel. hissed. But everyone knew it was! 


“Thank you for trying to head the hunt off,” “Welcome my dear,” said Badger. “You’re one 
Vixen said softly to Fox. “You risked your life of us now.” 

for me. I’d be honoured to be your mate.” 
“Oh! I’m so happy,” said Fox. 


Next week: A new friend 


All About... 


We Pheasants 
| spend most of the 
day walking 
about looking for 
food - grass and 
cereal shoots in 
spring, seeds in 


66Hello there! Pheasant here. One of a . 
Farthing Wood's most handsome in winter. At night 
chaps, don't you think? Well, | do. Hee ra 
Just take a good look atme — = 
— glossy green head with a 
dash of royal purple, a , 
brilliant red mask and ear 
tufts. Then there's my 
copper brown body, 
Z\\elé decorated with black, white 
eC~ 4 and purple markings, and my 
‘ long, elegant tail. It’s not really 
surprising I’m so exotic-looking because 
| come from Asia. 
| live in woods, farmland, heaths and reeds — wherever 
there are plenty of bushes and plants for me to hide in 
because | spend most of my time on the ground. You 
might hear me calling — ‘Kocock, kocock’ — ag you're 
walking along in the countryside. If you come too close, 
I'll fly away with a great clatter of my wings. 99 


Extra Pheasants 


Truly wild Pheasants are very shy and will 
run away or fly up if you disturb them. In 


the autumn you often come across 
Pheasants that do not run or fly away. 

These are probably young birds that have 
just been released into the woods by 
gamekeepers who have raised them in 
incubators during the spring. For the first 
few weeks they are still fed by the 
gamekeeper, but gradually they learn to 
find food for themselves and become more 
wary of people. 

Gamekeepers raise these extra Pheasants 
so that there will be enough birds for 
sportsmen to shoot at during the winter. 


Our females, shown above, are all much 
duller than we are - brown with dark brown 
and black markings and a shorter tail. This 
is very useful for when they are sitting on 
the nest because it makes them difficult to 
spot among bushes and grasses. 

We males, shown right, don’t all look the 
same. Some of us have a white collar, 
some of us have pale feathers on our 
wings and grey ones under our tails. There 
are even some who are just glossy green 
and purple. 


All About... 


Living in the undergrowth 


6¢6Our females usually make their nests on 
the ground and sit on the eggs for three to 
four weeks before the chicks hatch out. So 
it’s very important that they find a good 
hiding place. Their speckled brown 
feathers help to camouflage them. We 
males are rather easy to spot but we can 


make a quick get-away when we need to.99 


PUTTING ON A SHOW 
In early spring we males do a show to impress our 
females. We parade around one particular female, 
puffing up our feathers and our red mask and 
making our ear tufts stand up. Then we show off 
our feathers by drooping our wings, bowing 
towards her and spreading out our tails. 

Each of us males has his patch of land or territory 
and if another male trespasses on our patch we 
will fly at him and threaten him until he goes away. 


The female makes her nest by scraping a 
hollow in the ground. She starts laying her 
greenish eggs in late March. She usually lays 
between 8 and 15 eggs, one each day, and 
does not begin to incubate them (sit on 
them, warming them so that the chicks can 
grow) until the last egg has been laid. 


{ When something 


dangerous is approaching 
we usually run into the 
nearest bushes or long 
grass to hide. But 
sometimes we fly away 
from danger. We use our 
powerful wings to lift 
ourselves quickly into the 
air and we then make a 
short flight to a safer spot. 


Our chicks are amazingly 
strong - after only 12 days 
they can fly short distances. 
They stay with their mother 
for several weeks and she 
does her best to guard them 
from dangers, especially 
Kestrels, owls and Foxes. 
When the chicks are born 
they are covered with soft 
down. For the first few days 
they live off a store of yolk 
that they carry in their bellies. 
Then they creep out from 
their nesting place to look for 
insects. After a week or two 
they start to eat bits of 
plants, and then seeds, just 
like us adults. 


Never was there such a devoted couple 
as Mr and Mrs Hedgehog - they’d do 
anything for each other. They keep 
themselves out of mischief most of the 
time. But when Mrs Hedgehog is startled 
she rolls into a ball. Once she even rolled 
into the water. It’s a good job Hedgehogs 
are good swimmers! 
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A PARK IN SUMMER 


Mj 66The park is one of my favourite summer it is full of plants and weeds which 
’) places for finding something to eat. make a fine feast for some water birds and a 
At night when the gates are shut! go great hiding place for small insects and fish. 


hunting for small birds or animals. I’ll even Many other animals hide in the park’s leafy 

search for my supper in litter bins which bushes and trees but you may not see them 

sometimes hold delicious scraps. | won’t turn _ unless you disturb them by accident. The Grey “228% 
my nose up at a half-eaten chicken leg and Squirrel though, is a cheeky chappie - he’s so. ih ha 
some greasy chips if they’re on offer. tame he’ll come right up to you. Ef 


| During the day | doze under a bush with an 
j eye on the action. There’s plenty of wildlife to 
watch out for, especially around the pond. In 


Fox’s Challenge: Despite their bright red colour, 
ladybirds are tiny and not that easy to spot. 
How many can you find in the picture?99 
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: During the day | doze under a bush with an 
| eye on the action. There’s plenty of wildlife to 
watch out for, especially around the pond. In 


Fox’s Challenge: Despite their bright red colour, 
ladybirds are tiny and not that easy to spot. 
How many can you find in the picture?99 
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During the day | doze under a bush with an 
eye on the action. There's plenty of wildlife to 
watch out for, especially around the pond. In 


Fox’s Challenge: Despite their bright red colour, 
ladybirds are tiny and not that easy to spot. 
How many can you find in the picture?99 
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<q On the journey W The Shrews eat 


<q The small : . : 
animals got the Fieldmice had small insects. 
very tired on babies. 


the journey. 


<q Mr Vole 

gets impatient ¥V The Shrews have long 
with Mrs Vole noses and sharp teeth. 
who is rather 


deaf. 


p> Mr Vole 
tries to keep 
out of Adder’s 
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During the day | doze under a bush with an 
j eye on the action. There’s plenty of wildlife to 
watch out for, especially around the pond. In 


Fox’s Challenge: Despite their bright red colour, 
ladybirds are tiny and not that easy to spot. 
How many can you find in the picture?99 
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<Q Mole cries 
when he’s happy 
and when he’s 

sad. 


V Mole lives in the 
dark and his 
eyesight is not 
very good. 


A Mole’s a great 
tunneller and this 

comes in handy on 
the journey. 


<@ Whenever the 
animals stop, Mole 
is on the lookout 
for a tasty worm 


A Mole and Badger ® Badger likes a 
are good friends. tasty meal of berries. —— 
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some greasy chips if they’re on offer. tame he'll come right up to you. 


During the day | doze under a bush with an 
eye on the action. There’s plenty of wildlife to 
watch out for, especially around the pond. In 


Fox’s Challenge: Despite their bright red colour, 

ladybirds are tiny and not that easy to spot. : ££” 

How many can you find in the picture?99 pe * ey a \’ 
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<q The Squirrels can 
leap out of trouble. 


p Hedgehog rolls up 
when there is danger. 


Vv Mr Hedgehog. 
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A “Don't panic!” Mrs Rabbit 
calls to her family. 


p The Hares’ strong back 
legs help them bound along 


@ 66The park is one of my favourite 
places for finding something to eat. 
At night when the gates are shut | go 
hunting for small birds or animals. I’ll even 
search for my supper in litter bins which 
sometimes hold delicious scraps. | won’t turn 
my nose up at a half-eaten chicken leg and 
some greasy chips if they’re on offer. 
During the day | doze under a bush with an 
eye on the action. There’s plenty of wildlife to 
watch out for, especially around the pond. In 


summer it is full of plants and weeds which 
make a fine feast for some water birds and a 
great hiding place for small insects and fish. 
Many other animals hide in the park’s leafy 
bushes and trees but you may not see them 
unless you disturb them by accident. The Grey # 


Squirrel though, is a cheeky chappie - he’s so a 


tame he’ll come right up to you. 


Fox’s Challenge: Despite their bright red colour, . 
ladybirds are tiny and not that easy to spot. 
How many can you find in the picture?99 


A Mrs Newt 
gives her baby 
a ride. 


<q Mr Newt 
needs to live in 
a shady, damp 
place. 


p> Whistler the 
heron makes a 
noise as he 
flies by. 


<q Adder keeps a 
beady eye on the 
little animals - but 
she doesn’t break 
the Oath! 


p> Whistler stands 
completely still, 
on the lookout for 
a tasty fish. 


¥ Slithering 
through the grass 
suits Adder’s 
scales. 


Secret World of. x 


6) Pes! | gta 
APARKINSUMMER 42» 


66The park is one of my favourite summer it is full of plants and weeds which ay 
4 \ places for finding something to eat. make a fine feast for some water birds and a 
At night when the gates are shut | go great hiding place for small insects and fish. 
hunting for small birds or animals. I’ll even Many other animals hide in the park’s leafy 
search for my supper in litter bins which bushes and trees but you may not see them ¥ 
sometimes hold delicious scraps. | won’t turn unless you disturb them by accident. The Grey la = Abe 
my nose up at a half-eaten chicken leg and Squirrel though, is a cheeky chappie — he’s so s.%el"SS 
some greasy chips if they’re on offer. tame he’ll come right up to you. 4 ‘, 
During the day | doze under a bush with an . 
j eye on the action. There’s plenty of wildlife to 
watch out for, especially around the pond. In 


Fox’s Challenge: Despite their bright red colour, 
ladybirds are tiny and not that easy to spot. tae 
How many can you find in the picture?99 


V Mr Pheasant is particularly <q During the 
proud of his tail feathers. day Kestrel flies 
on ahead. 


p> “Kee, kee,” 
calls Kestrel. 


VY Mrs Pheasant 
is a plain bird. 


A Owl is always 
ready with good 
advice. 


p> At night, Owl 
keeps an eye 
open for danger. 
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some greasy chips if they’re on offer. tame he’ll come right up to you. 
During the day | doze under a bush with an 

eye on the action. There’s plenty of wildlife to 

watch out for, especially around the pond. In 


Fox’s Challenge: Despite their bright red colour, 
ladybirds are tiny and not that easy to spot. r 
How many can you find in the picture?99 
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p> The White stag 


loves the welcomes the band of 
water and is animals to their new Ss 
a great home. 


swimmer. 


V Weasel’s bright eyes 
don't miss a thing. 


p Weasel loves a 


A “Hello mateys!” is 
practical joke. 


Toad’s cheerful cry. 
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| 66The park is one of my favourite 
ba 4 places for finding something to eat. 
At night when the gates are shut | go 
hunting for small birds or animals. |’ll even 
search for my supper in litter bins which 
sometimes hold delicious scraps. | won’t turn 
my nose up at a half-eaten chicken leg and 
some greasy chips if they’re on offer. 

During the day | doze under a bush with an 
eye on the action. There’s plenty of wildlife to 
watch out for, especially around the pond. In 
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Look out for them in the next series. 


summer it is full of plants and weeds which 
make a fine feast for some water birds anda 
great hiding place for small insects and fish. 
Many other animals hide in the park’s leafy 
bushes and trees but you may not see them 
unless you disturb them by accident. The Grey 
Squirrel though, is a cheeky chappie - he’s so 
tame he’ll come right up to you. 


Fox’s Challenge: Despite their bright red colour, 
ladybirds are tiny and not that easy to spot. 
How many can you find in the picture?99 


The ducks, geese and swans are easy 
to spot in the park, but did you see the 
Hedgehog curled up under the bush? 
There are nine ladybirds busily 
feasting on aphids on the rose bush. 


The House sparrow is a cheeky 
visit parks. It will jostle with the 


you throw down. 


Pochards are expert divers. The 
reason they’re so good at it is that 
they do it all the time to find food. 
These ducks are mostly vegetarian 
- underwater they’re on the lookout 
for tasty pondweeds. Canada geese have no 
problem finding babysitters - 
they have their own! 
Sometimes dozens of goslings 
are looked after by just a few 
of the grown-ups. 


Frogs aren't easy to spot 
because they spend most of 
their time hiding in thick 
undergrowth around ponds. 
Your best bet of seeing one is 
if you disturb it by accident. 


Aphids breed at an incredible 
rate. And just as well, too, 
they soon get gobbled up by 
birds and ladybirds. 


Female Mallards make the 
quack-quack sound that most 
people think all ducks make. The 
male only manages the odd ‘raarb’ 
noise, usually when he’s scared. 


customer, well known to people who 


pigeons for every single scrap of food 
at 


blossom 


Horse chestnut trees Chestnut 


have pretty white or pink 
blossom in late spring. Then 
spiky, green balls appear. These 
get bigger until by mid-autumn, 
they’re ready to fall off the tree. 
Inside are conkers. 


Perch are most often spotted 
waiting completely still in shady 
places, like under bridges. But 
don't be fooled by their quiet 
appearance -— they’re fierce 
creatures that attack their own 
kind as well as other fish. 


Town pigeons hop around 
the park picking up scraps of 
food here, there and 
everywhere. They turn up in 
a wide variety of colours, 
shades and patterns. 


IN THE PA 


What could be nicer than spending a 

sunny summer’s day in the park? ae 4 
There’s plenty to see and do. You can fly 
a kite, sail a boat on the pond, or play 
some games with your friends. And 
don’t forget to look out for the birds and 
animals that live in the park, too. 


DUCK SPOTTING 
The ducks in your'local park are 


used to people and are quite tame. 
This makes them easy to watch . 


a & 


Mallards dabble on the 
surface for food. The male 
s : has a glossy green head 
with a white collar and a 
brown bib. He has curly 
black tail feathers. The 
female is speckled brown. 
Look for the band of blue 


and draw. Some of the ducks you.” 

can see come from the wild. a 
Others have been brought into this. a? 
country and have settled here. a 


Pochard males have a red head, 
black breast and pale grey back. 
The females are a dull brown. 
Pochards can dive about 2.4m 
down for their food. 


Mandarin ducks come from 
China. The male is brightly 
coloured with an orange wing. 
The female is grey or brown. 


* want to do this, stale 
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Tufted.ducks oa oe 
Pochards dive di es SAS: 
under the’ pei hv Anse “ty 
food. 
People often feed the 
ducks in the park. If you 


wee 
brown bread is best. 


tse QI 


wing feathers on both the 
male and female. Only 
Mallards have these. 

In summer the male Mallard 
moults and while he is 
waiting for his feathers to 
regrow he is speckled brown 
like the female. 


Tufted ducks dive for their 
food. The male has a purple 
head with a long tuft. He has 
a white bar on his wing and a 
white chest. The female is 
brown with a smalier tuft on 
her head. 


«a 
When ducks come out of the water you sox 
can see their webbed feet. They use 

them as paddles when they swim. 


'eO FLY A Te 


Kites were invented over 2500 years ago. 
They have been used for work as well as 
play: to help fishermen cast their line 
further, to lift objects, and to provide 


Squirrel says 
Never fly your kite near overhead 
wires or next to a road. Don’t fly your 
kite in wet weather. Don't use metal 


a Stick tape over the hole positions and 


the position of the ends of the canes. 
Tape the tail to the bottom of the kite. 


6 Lay the sticks on the back of the 
kite and tape them in position using 
wide tape. Make holes for the string. 


a Cut a piece of string 80cm long. 
Fold it in half and knot a small loop 
in the middle. Tie one end of the 
string round the centre cane at the 
top and the other end at the middle, 
as shown. Tie the end of the ball of 
string round a rolled strip of 


information about the weather. 
They are great fun to fly, too! 


SNAKE KITE 


You will need: 

2 large plastic bags, 2 canes 
4mm thick, wide and narrow 
sticky tape, large ball of fine 
string, corrugated card 
or a cardboard roll, 
spirit-based 
felt pens, 
scissors. 


_ or wire parts to make a kite. 


q Trace the template from this page. 
Mark the position of the sticks and 
holes for the string. You can make a 
larger kite by enlarging the template. 


3 Cut two strips about 
18-20cm long from the other 
carrier bag. Stick the strips 
together with tape and shape 
one end into a long point. 


2 Cut open the carrier bags. Trace 
round the template on one bag using a 
spirit-based felt pen. Mark the stick 
positions and holes. Paint a face on the 
plain side of the bag. Cut out the shape. 


y x wi corrugated paper and wind it on. Tie 
> [ A } the end of the long string in a small __ 
loop round the other kite string. 
SF 


How to fly your kite 
Fly your kite where there is plenty 
of open space and a steady 
breeze. Get a friend to hold the 
kite some distance away from you. 
At a signal, the person holding the 
kite should throw it up into the air, 


iS) Cut the canes to measure 33cm 
and 24cm. (If you are making a larger 
kite the sticks will be longer.) Lay the 
sticks in position on the template and 


O 


tie them together at right angles. 


while the person holding the line 
pulls the line in fast until the kite 
catches the breeze. 


You will need: 

A clean juice carton, sand, glue, small 
box, scissors, cardboard tube, 
waterproof paints (enamel or gloss). 


If your local park has a pond, make a 
boat to float on it. 


BOAT ANOV! 


q Half-fill the carton with damp @ Use scissors to cut star-shaped 


sand. Then glue the top together so slits in the top of a small box. Push 
it is watertight. Put the carton on its the end of the toilet roll through the 
side and shake it so the sand is 
spread evenly along the carton. 


3 Paint your boat with waterproof 

paints —- enamel or gloss paint is best. 
When it is dry it is ready to float on the 
pond! But always remember to take an 
adult with you when sail your boat. 


slits to make a funnel. Stick the box 
on the carton for a wheelhouse. 


FLOATING FISH 
You could make a fish instead of a boat. 
Stick on cardboard fins and a tail. To catch 
your fish, punch a hole in the top of the fin. 
Make a hook by opening up a paper clip. Tie 
a piece of siring to a stick and knot the hook 
on the end of the string. Now it’s time for a 
spot of fishing! 


PLAVING IN THE PARK 


When you visit the park don’t 
forget to take things to play with. 
Some parks don’t allow ball games 
so here’s a skipping game. 


You will need: 
A 3m length of strong elastic sewn 
into a circle and two friends. 


How to play 

Two people stand facing each other 
with the elastic round their ankles. The 
third person stands on the left of one 


of the people at the side of the elastic. 
The third person jumps in and out of 
the elastic in a pattern while you call 
out the chant. 

England (left leg outside, right leg inside). 
Ireland (left leg inside, right leg outside). 
Scotland (left leg outside, right leg 
inside). 

Wales (left leg inside, right leg outside). 
Inside (both legs inside). 

Outside (both legs outside). 

Inside (both legs inside). 

On! (both feet stand on the elastic). 


If you make a mistake change 
places with one of the others. 

If you get through without making a 
mistake the elastic goes higher up 
the legs — until you can’t jump any 
higher! Or the people can stand with 
their legs wider apart to make it 
more difficult. 


Different chants are used round the country. 
Can you make up your own chant? 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS, NS FASCINATING FACTS 
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4 ANTS IN THEIR PANTS 
When it comes to keeping 
clean, Jays are real 
lazybones - all they do is 
find themselves an ants’ 
nest! They sit down on 
top of it, spread out 

their wings and let the 
ants get to work. The 
ants squirt acid at the 
bird to get rid of it. But 
the Jays don’t care - 
more than likely the acid 
kills off all the pests that 
live in their feathers. 


KEEPING CLEAN < 


How do animals keep themselves clean - 
they’ve no soap and water? Well, they have 
all sorts of ways. Jays sit on anthills, and 
Rooks crouch over smokey chimney pots! 
And if you thought that washing without 
hands would be a bit of a problem, 
butterflies use their legs, and geckos let 
their tongues do the cleaning! 


A BATHING IN THE SUN 
It’s not just humans that enjoy 
sunbathing. Lots of other 
creatures do it, too - like birds, 
Sea lions, even these terrapins. 
But the animals aren’t interested 
in getting a suntan. Experts think 
the heat makes the pests on their 
bodies run for the shade. And 
when the animals move away, the 
creepy crawlies are left behind. 


Nigaotoa 


VCLEAN SWEEP 
Rooks do one of the oddest 
things any bird could 
possibly do — they sit on 
top of a chimney while 
smoke is pouring out. This 
probably chokes the pests 
in their feathers, which 
fall off and go straight 
down the chimney! 


This'll smoke 
you out! 


TONGUE TWISTER 


A FEATHERY FUSS 
Birds are pretty fussy about 
their appearance and love 
having a good splash about. 
But this is only the start of 
their clean up! They go on to 
spread a special oil (which 
they produce themselves) all 
over their feathers to make 
them waterproof. 


A MUD, GLORIOUS MUD 
When hippos wallow in mud, you’d 
think they’d be getting dirty. 
Funnily enough, they’re actually 
keeping clean! The mud is believed 
to kill off all the pests that live on 
their bodies. It also stops insects 
from biting them. 


CHIMP CHECK-UP 
Chimpanzees might not have proper 
toothbrushes, but they still clean 
their teeth! They use their fingers to 
pick out any bits. Sometimes they 
even play ‘dentists’. Sitting face to 
face, they take turns to clean each 
other’s teeth with a twig. 


The dustier 
the better! 


A ADMIRAL 

OF THE FEET 
Butterflies clean their eyes 
and antennae (feelers) with 
their front legs. In fact some 
butterflies, like this Red 
admiral, have such tiny front 
legs that they only use them 
for cleaning — they’re too 
small for walking! 


This Web-footed gecko has no 
eyelids to wipe its eyes clean. 
So instead it uses its tongue! 


<q MUSTY MUSTANG 
Rolling in dust is 

one of Horse's favourite 
pastimes! It’s also pretty 
good for keeping his coat 
clean. That's because dust 
soaks up grease and sweat 
which Horse then shakes 
out. Rolling also rubs off 
pests, and scratches those 
itches Horse can’t reach! 


Puzzle it out === 


DB ”) Looking down she spied a lonely little figure “Don’t worry, I'll find them,” Kestrel said 
B WHICH WAY? lolloping along a path. It was a baby Hare. Kestrel comfortingly, then soared up into the air. 


This is what Kestrel saw from high in the sky. dropped down beside the small creature. From her bird’s eye view she found the Hares 
. Can you find three ways from Farthing Wood “Is anything wrong?” she asked. almost at once. Landing beside the worried 
to town: “I’m lost,” whimpered the baby Hare. “I thought — parents, she told them where their youngster was 
A - using the paths only without crossing a my Ma and Pa were watching me and now | can’t —_and then flew up into the sky to watch them get 
Kestrel was hovering in a clear blue sky. Below bridge or going through a farm or house? see them anywhere.” . together. 
her lay the open countryside with farms, fields B - going past all the farms? MISSING Continuing on her way she caught sight of some 
and a few houses. To her left was Farthing Wood. CC - going through both houses? ; Can you help find Ma and Pa Hare? Fieldmice that had got their tails in a tangle. 


TANGLED TAILS 
Can you see which tail belongs to which mouse? 


As she swooped down to see what was going on, 
the mice took fright, running off in all directions, 
their tails suddenly free! Just as well, since Kestrel 
could see something coming after them. 


WHAT IS IT? 
Join up the dots to see what Kestrel saw. 
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Puzzle it ouf == 


Kestrel perched on a telegraph pole and looked Kestrel went on her way, winging far beyond the BIRD’S EYE VIEW ” 
down. Below her was a garden that she had reaches of Farthing Wood, only to return at dusk. Kestrel sees things from above, which makes ae Me 
passed over just half an hour before. But now, them appear different from the way we see eas Ae 
somehow, it didn’t look the same. . SPOT THE DIFFERENCE . things on the ground. Here are some funny = 5 é 5 Nh 
“Something’s changed,” she thought to herself. Can you see how the garden’s changed in half pictures, all seen from a bird’s eye view. Can = $43 uf 
When she had worked out what was different, an hour? There are 10 differences to spot. ; you match them to their descriptions? £2 S ° 
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C a sea serpent. 


’ @ Fold both top 


sides of the triangle $ Fold the wings back 


if eos j Ne es oe along the central line. 6 Spread the wings out, hold: é 
i 4) Fold the paper in half, then @ Fol } Foldthe top corners “4 Colour it in, if you wish. underneath them by the tip ( 
open it up sean Fl drm he down with oF ov meen e- : 5,4,3,2,1, zero LAUNCH! 

‘orners to meet in the centre. central line. 


Have fun this euninses with the 
FARTHING WooD FRIENDS 
_ HOLIDAY SPECIAL 


Introduced by all your favourite Farthing 
Wood characters, its 48 pages are packed 
with stories from home and abroad, 
jokes, seaside poems and fascinating 
animal facts. There are fun things to do 
on the beach and in the garden, games 
to play and puzzles to do. 
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